











i 0) Lord Curzon, who inaugurated the Imperial Library. 





Between 1942 and 
1948 the Library 
was at Jabakusum 


House, not shown 


in the picture. 





Metcalfe Hall (1844-1923) 
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The Esplanade location (1923-1942) 
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Pirate 1. Belvedere Mansion, the New home of the National Library 
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tali shelves containing the Asutosh Law Collection which formed part of the 
the Nation by the hews of Sri Asutosh Mukhopadhyay. 
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Pirate 3. <A general view of the card cabinet room. The low stools and the tall tables make it easy for the reader to refer to the cards and note down his” 


requisitions. Ihe breaking up of the central mass redeems monotony and facilitates movement of readers from the ““ Author ”’ side of the catalogue 
to the “Subject * side. S 
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A close-up of the card-cabinets 
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PLATE 5. 
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A bird’s-eye-view of the main Reading Room. The central tatile is 110 ft. long. Each of the alcoves is dedicated to the supreme achievement in. 
letters of each linguistic entity in the country. Avestan, Pali, Chinese and English languages are similarly honoured as cuitural influences on the 
country. Gotama, Asoka, Kalidasa, Panini, Sankara, Tuist Das, .Ravindranath Thakur, Dnyaneshwar, Mirabai, Narsimehta, Sri Guru Nanak, 


Shankar Deo, Pampa, Ranna, Kumaravyasa, Nannayya, Tiruvaliuvar, Vallathol, Fakir Mohan Senapati, Shakespeare, Confucius, Ghalib, and. 
Zarathrusira are the names blazoned out on each of their respective alcoves. "as 
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s the name of Sri Guru Nanakji in Gurumukht Script, 
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PLATE 6. A Research worker in an alcove set apart for such purpose. The legend on top of the alcove i 
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PLATE 7. The lending section of the Library. (The legend on top of the left alcove is ingthe Pahlevi script and represents the name of Zarathrustra). The counter 
has heen designed for the ticket-cum-book card methed of issue, usual 1? most public Libraries abroad. 
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PLaTE 8. The stack room as seen from the east entrance. The rolling stacks, the first of their kind in India, have been designed to save space, to tsolate books 

from termites, etc., to facilitate easy cleaning, and to allow their being shifted about easily. The easy guiding of these stacks is quite a feature 

: of the design. . 
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Pirate 9. The Chinese Collection in their characteristic box containers_on the rolling-stacks. This picture very well illustrates the compactness, mobility and 
neatness of this method of shelving. 
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A corner of the Asutosh Collection in the National Library. 
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Leaning against a background of the standard editions of Chaucer and Scotti are the exquisitely 
In the foreground are the frontisptece and another 


Some of the treasures of the Asutosh Collection. 
bound volumes of Don Quijote, Faust, the Bible, and a work on the Indian Rajahs (French). 


illustration from the fabulously produced Barabudur portfolio. 





Pate 12. Some precious treasures from the Buhar Collection. In the centre, leaning against some volumes is the unique MS of Tarikh-i-Herat, written by 
; Saif-tbn-i-Muhammad tbn-i-Yaqub al-Harawi-Circa 13th cent. A. D,. This MS has been published in 1943 by the National Library, Prof. Muhkantuad 
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PLATE 15. A pleasant moment caught by the camera during the visit of the Governor of West Bengal, Dr. Harendracoomar Mookerjee, to the National Library. 


(Reproduced by courtesy of the DuNLop RUBBER Co.) 


~ 


PLATE 16. 





Bharati is to Tamilnad what Tagore is to Bengal. The Tamil poet ran a newspaper “ India” 
in 1906 prio® to his flight to Pondicherry. This unique run of a years publication 
containing the first appearance of. many cf his poems has been gifted to the National Library by 
Sir K. V. Jagannathan, editor of the “‘ Kalaimagal’’ of Madras. The picture shows the 


presentation being made to the Librarian witnessed by Prof. Ganasambandham and Mr. T. §, 
Sitapatht, the President of the Bharati Tamil Sangham, Calcutta, 


sutosh Mookerjee, the father of the Calcutta University, its 
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P 4\Vice-Chancellor, Judge of the Calcutta High Court, 
| scholar in the true sense of the word, Baconian in the omnit 


the con tent 





Brous curiosity of his mind, a curiosity well reflected 
of his princely Library, which his generous family made over to the Nation by gifting it to the 
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PYARI CHAND MITRA 





1848 — 1866 





S. KUMAR 
1913—1939 


HARINATH DE. 
1907—1911 


PE Memory 
JOHN MACFARLANE, 


FIRST LIBRARIAN 


- or = 
Tue ImPerRtar Liprary, CaALcutTtTa, 
1So1 -— 19306. 
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APRIL 28. 1866. == 
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J. A. CHAPMAN 
1911—1930 





K.B. K.M. ASADULLAH 
1930—1947 
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PLATE } 20. 





